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i. Frodection of laboracory instruments by the Thuringian glass industry 
hac reoortedly increased unexpectedly, and many firms are expanding in 
orcer to meet increasing demands. Jt is velieved that the unexpected 
intréase an demand is connected with the establisnmen’ of new testing 
zaboratories by the German Office for Testing Material and Products 
(Leutsches amt fver Material- und “iarenpruefung) (DAM). East German 
industrial plants are building more and more new laboratories, pre- 
sumably at the order of the iws ‘gSians, It is not known where these new 
iaboratoriles are Located, 


ma 


> aA hove is afoot in Last Germany to standardize not only the specifics- 
tions and production of taborat ory instruments cut also testing and re- 
sezrch procedure, ouch standardization uould be advantageous since the 
results of standardized tests could be compared directly. The Technical 
Standards Committee for Laheratory Instruments of the German Otandards 
Committee (DA) is going te follow this line of thought and create norms 
for testing and research. 


ad 


Hast German centraiized planning can reportedly hinder laboratory re- 
search work, Centralized planning is especially disadvantageous for 
narvge-seale research projects, the scope of which carmot be determined 
during the initial stapes, since requests for funds and material mist 
be made early in order ta be considered in the plans for the coming 
year, If it turns out that funds end material are in short supply, 

it is often impossible to receive extra-pian amounts, and in such cases 
projects have to be shelved until the next plan year’. 
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